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FAQs 

 

We have prepared a comprehensive list of FAQs for members to guide them through this 

time.  Please read through them carefully before emailing the manager or your regional 

representative.  The answer to your query will no doubt be available from this list.  These 

will be updated as new confirmed information comes to hand.  They will also be available 

on the home page of the FLS website so you will not need to use your username and 

password to access them. 

 

Shared care arrangements 

 

We have already provided information about shared care arrangements from ourselves 

and the Principal Family Court Judge.  This is all the confirmed information and guidance 

we can give at this time.  Lawyers will need to use their professional judgement in terms of 

their individual cases.  We cannot comment on individual cases as they arise.  We would 

suggest, however, that where parents are travelling between shared care homes, they 

have copy of the parenting order or agreement with them (either in hard copy or 

electronically on a device) in case they are stopped by police.  

 

Swearing of affidavits 

 

As we have previously updated members, we do not have the answer to this issue at 

present.  However, Parliament has attended to urgent legislative amendment– Covid-19 

Response (Urgent Management Measures Legislation) Bill.  This, amongst other things, 

adds District Court Judges to the list of those who can alter the rules of the court under 

section 24(2)(b) of the Epidemic Preparedness Act 2006.  We expect that there will be an 

official announcement from the Chief District Court Judge and/or the Principal Family 

Court Judge clearly setting out how this might be used to resolve the current issue of 

swearing and witnessing affidavits.  

https://mcusercontent.com/78dd4a31ee758d41364cee18d/files/c1de3966-5a41-4663-b48a-49b63efc3f88/FAQs.pdf
http://www.familylaw.org.nz/home/_nocache
http://www.familylaw.org.nz/


 

We have emailed the Principal Family Court Judge suggesting the importance of having a 

nationwide consistent approach rather than regional variations if possible.  Once we have 

detail we will be communicating to family lawyers via email bulletin.  Until that time we are 

unable to provide any further advice.  

 

We know there are family lawyers in some regions still available to swear affidavits.  We 

suggest you contact your regional representative in your local area first to see if anyone is 

able to assist.  We are hoping this issue will be resolved in the next 48 hours. 

  

Email queries 

 

Due to the high level of email queries, we might not be able to reply to you individually, but 

we are reading and considering all the issues.  We will do our best to provide information 

and guidance in response via email bulletin to all FLS members, and to the wider 

profession via the Law Society’s covid-19 page.  However, please read the FAQs before 

you send an email as the response to your query is highly likely to be available there. 

 

 

Kirsty Swadling 

Chair 

  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/78dd4a31ee758d41364cee18d/files/072580b5-fcfc-4a54-93bf-ae1cd0b825d5/Regional_Representatives_external_23_March.01.pdf

